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Each program's V-Chip rating 1s indicated on this gnd. Within each program block, the age-based rating is on the left side,

and the content descriptor, if the program received one, is on the right side.
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news and sports programs do not qualify for a rating.

NR = Not Rated - these programs were unrated, but according to the guidelines, should have been rated.
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Uttimate race Under | Grace Under | Grace Under | Grace Under | Grace Under
sebumps | NFL Pregame [~] Fire [v-bire 1028 [T Bire 3009 [ ™ehire 11113 Fivebire 11714
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EX = Exempt - according to the guidelines, news and sports programs do not qualify for a rating.

NR = Not Rated - these programs were unrated, but according to the guidelines, should have been rated.
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EX = Exempt - according to the guidelines, news and sports programs do not qualify for a rating.
NR = Not Rated - these programs were unrated, but according to the guidelines, should have been rated.
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. torytime torytime Barney & mey amey amey rney ‘
8:00 anf v [ 1008 T I frev) frvev] VY
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. ToThe Persuasion eading eading eading eading eading
Follow the Magic School | Magic School | Magic School | Magic School | Magic School
1:30 pmi= _.;JN _ ?lg Tﬂag —"‘-Ig m9 Mag
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-10: New
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8:00 anf™] 44100 [~ I ,
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nimamacs | Saved by the

#HH# amfns] 1g18 V) Little House | Littie House | Littie House | Little House | Littie House
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anfrvy [Tv-] N1 anion NR} Jniaq -l 40m2 10023, Lol BTV H

aved by the . i News
#H##H amre E ‘G " Little House Littte House | Little House Little House {ex
sy qrlgomomna [oe 2088 the Prainie {.an the Prairie |aa the Prairie }.aq the Prairie [ Live Show
-] Jail 1410 1244 s 10030 _’Wi-nm_@_‘
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##H# prr] Adventures of Sally Jesse | Sally Jesse | Salty Jesse | Sally Jesse | Saily Jesse
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##4 pr ﬂnbad 2 haet 10/27] Bz hael 10/28 _Teﬁphae 4 B phael 1/22 hael 11/14

. Blossbm Jossom “Biossom lossom Tossom
1:00 pn Adventures of Tv- ] 114 ?Jd.éi_“" ?—10%0—” hiad - 8

R { 14 bl haries in rady Bunch rady Bunch rady Bunch
1:30 prfaf P2 ¥ Aicein  [w] 1110 |7 ;w ;1 o i [l

. Wonderand ugs 'n' Lal ugs n' Daf ugs n' Dai s 'n' Dafly | Bugs 'n’ Da
2:00pm)  Soul Train 112 ] 1020 Aasns 91112 ™1 148 ] 1024

. 10/25 New Caplain New Captain New Captsin New Captain New Captain
2:30 pm w1 ™) TV-Ypianet 11 v 111741 T t 1 Tv- 1113 ™ 117
3:00 TISTVEES ] ugs 'n’ Da ugs 'n ugs 'n’ Da s 'n’ Dal Animaniacs

VU P Legendary Nightman "] 40907 v 1011 VY] 108 Y] 10/a0 ™Y 1114

. mey 10, 10/26 Animaniacs Animaniacs | Animaniacs Animaniacs | Animaniacs
3:30 p wml i ™Y 1007 vr] 297 VY Y ] 117
4 : o T Pinky & the Pinky & the inky & the inky & the nky & the

:00pr]  Princess Confiict  [rv Ty [y e v}

. rrior 10/ 10/26 iyl i iyl il Men In Black
4:30 pnfe v 1] i il L b i e vt i i ibtwnind i 521 BTTETN I
5:00 pn}  Nightman War of th Beverly Hills, | Beverly Hills, | Beverly Hills, | Beverly Hills, | Beveriy Hitls,

ar of the

. 10/18 10 10727 1 10/ 1 10 11/14
5'3O prrf= Roses 0 10/2 _“9‘_0'2 0 10/28 _&%’10 0722 Tvg?z 0 11/6 _T&D'Z

. ;L" T 10/19 amily Matters| Family Matters| Family Matters| Family Matters| Family Matters
6:00pmf  Confict “; 1020 I™liom1  I™]iome  [™]499a  TT* uz

. 10/25 resh Prince | Fresh Pnnce | Fresh Prince | Fresh Prince | Fresh Prince
6:30 prf=) =] ™1 1990 14 Nlayo  [™ligpa ] 100a
7-00 o Seinfeld L_%nky &the | Fresh Pnnce | Fresh Pnnce | Fresh Prince | Fresh Prince | Fresh Prince
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7:30 Seinfeid The Parent einfel einfeid _Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeid

-V pw 1 62 ] 107 ﬂmu s ] 1029 {5 ™1 1023 [o 0] 1421

N Jaime Foxx Sister, Sister
8:00 pmy Legendary ﬁ 1ya [5] 7th Heaven Vampire  [™-] 108 Who Framed

. 10, Tom 11 f Smart Guy 0 Fram
8:30 pm %v-mrmey vI™] 11 3 ﬁayer 3/’4\’ ] 11/12 Three Men & a Roger

] e [— ~Tom Bufiy-the DSt Wayans Bros]  Littie Lad Rabbit 1177
9:00pr}  Princess [ 419 []  Vampire Creek [ 3 (e '
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Each program’s V-Chip rating 1s indicated on ™ gnd. Within each program biock, the age-based rating is on the left side,

and the content descriptor, if the program received one, is on the right side.
EX = Exempt - according to the guidelines, news and sports programs do not qualify for a rating.
NR = Not Rated - these programs were unrated, but according o the guidelines, should have been rated.
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infomerciais Everyday Everyday Everyday _Everyday Everyday
iamy [w] =] = =] =
Demss Austin's Austin's. Austin's Austin's Auspn's
Iinfomercials lorkout 11/10 10/28 lorkout 11112 | TV-\Workout 11/6 TV-.iomou! 213
10725 What Every Baby | _Wnat Every Baby | What Every Baby | Wnat Every Baby | Wnal Every Baby
Tv- 1027 [ Jnows 1174 [ frowms 211~ [Weknows sos [T 116
Infomercials [~ Kids These Kids These Kids These Kids These Kids These
) 10119 Tv [ - v
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10/27 11/4 L| 10/29 10/23 17
Infomercials [ ] m N Ga ] ] ] L
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TVegnows 1018 [Tv] ?-D_T] ?D—L] ?'_-'rﬂ > | " >
Kids These [Aimost Perfect] Aimost Perfect] Aimost Perfect] Aimost Perfect] Aimost Perfect
3| (] ] 143 Lol 10m1 [ 1] 1412 (o [P+ 9113 [° o] v
Designin Golden Girls
v L BAad BV 2 A Our Home Our Home Our Home Our Home Our Home
Night Court | _Golden Girls 14/10 1114 10/29 10/23 10/24
] 1411 ] 112 [oP] — ] [~} ]
olden Girls Main Almost Perfect Main Main Main
7] a4 [ _ 2l ™v] 3147 ] (] Ral
Golden Girls_|  The Hired Handmade by | Handmade by | Handmadeby | Handmade by |_Handmade by
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T¥Design 19 v il ] ] ] ]
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Tv- o]  waikiki o
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T o fTv] Bay Coven Hour No Place Like | My Mother's Mommy
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Each program's V-Chip rating is indicat 1s gnd. Within each program biock, the age-based rating is on the left side,

and the content descriptor, if the program received one, is on the right side.
EX = Exempt - according to the guidelines, news and sports programs do not qualify for a rating.
NR = Not Rated - these programs were unrated, but according to the guidelines, should have been rated.
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ach program's V-Chip rating is indicated on this gnd. Within each program . the age-based rating is on the ie

and the content descriptor, if the program received one, is on the right side.

EX = Exempt - according to the guidelines, news and sports programs do not quatify for a rating.

NR = Not Rated - these programs were unrated, but according to the guidelines, should

have been rated.
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Each program's V-Chip rating is indicated on this gnd. Within each program block, the age-based rating is on the lefi side,

and the content descriptor, if the program received one, is on the right side.
EX = Exempt - according to the guidelines, news and sports programs do not qualify for a rating.
NR = Not Rated - these programs were unrated, but according to the guidelines, should have been rated.
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program's V-Chip rating 1s indicated on this gnd. Within each program . age-based rating Is on side,

and the content descriptor, if the program received one, is on the right side.
EX = Exempt - according to the guidelines, news and sports programs do not qualify for a rating.
NR = Not Rated - these programs were unvated, but according 1o the guidelines, should have been rated.
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Broadcast Network Prime-Time Over-Sample
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Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday
Cops Simpsons | Living Single
V-4 | 10125 [ Lo jTv-rG | 10019 L Melrose Place Beverly Hills, TV-PG | 10730 L The Visitor
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Each program's V-Chip rating is indicated on this grid. Within each program biock, the age-based rating is on the left side, and the content descriptor,
if the program received one, is on the left side.

EX = Exempt - according to the guidelines, news and sports programs do not qualify for a rating.
NR = Not Rated - these programs were unrated, but according to the guidelines, shouid have been rated.
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Broadcast Network Prime-Time Over-Sample
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pm Pretender ™v-PG | Bacty 1172 ~veGe) 1020 VPG| 114 TV Bioopers e ] 10730 Players
o3 Men Behaving Suddenly Susan Mad About You 118 Fnends 10723
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19 Naked Truth Lateline Working Veronica's Closet 1113
TV»PGI Batman Forever TV-PGI 2r “"’GI 37 ‘rvml 3/18 ™vPG| 11113 EX I
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PMmIRae Lagends of the Fall | ex EX Tv-a ) = Tv-4
{con't)
Profiter Dateline NBC Dateline NBC Law & Order ER Homicide
11114 116 11110 11/18 1119 12/4
TV-14 I TV-14 I EX EX I TV-PGI Tv-14 TV-14

EX = Exempt - according to the guidelines, news and sports programs do not qualify for a rating.
NR = Not Rated - these programs were unrated, but according o the guidelines, should have been rated.

Each program's V-Chip rating is indicated on this grid. Within each program block, the age-based rating is on the left side, and the content descriptor, i
the program received one, is on the left side.
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Worse Than Ever and Headed for New Lows

I. Introduction

The following Parents Television Council study demonstrates that even during the earliest
prime-time hour, traditionally known as the "family hour," the television networks are
broadcasting increasingly explicit and frequent depictions of sexuality, profanity, and violence
over the public airwaves and into America’s homes. The rise in the amount of sex and
profanity, as well as violence, during the "family hour" does American families a tremendous
disservice. The continued and accelerating degradation of network television in all these areas
has a powerful cumulative impact on thinking and behavior, especially among children.
According to the American Academy of Pediatrics:

Television exposes children and teens to adult behaviors by showing
these actions as being normal and risk-free. Being sexually active is

often shown on TV as a popular thing to do. Because sexual activity
happens so often on TV, the message that is sent is "everybody does
it" with no harmful results. In addition, young teens may think that
these behaviors will make them more grown-up.

Ten percent of adolescent girls in the United States get pregnant each
year. Although TV viewing is not the only way that your teen learns
about sexuality, the risks and results of sexual activity are not given
equal timeon TV. 1

A recent article on the increasing use of profanity among Americans also links the trend to
TV. "The erosion of the lines that separate appropriate and inappropriate public speech is
nowhere more obvious than on prime-time television," it maintains.z Pop culture expert Shari
Parks, associate dean of undergraduate studies at the University of Maryland at College Park,
notes, "Even children whose parents don't swear have easy access to profanity -- on prime

time."3

A July 25 article in The Washington Post reiterated that studies have "found that watching
television has a profound impact on average Americans," and cited media scholar George
Gerbner claiming that TV had risen to the level of a "modem-day religion" because of "its
power to inform and control." Gerbner has conducted studies showing that "excessive TV
viewing can give people a distorted view of the world around them."

Only in the past few years has objectionable material become common on the broadcast
networks between 8 and 9 p.m. Before then, virtually all shows airing prior to 9 o’clock had
been suitable for parents and children to watch together (see Conclusion and
Recommendations, section VIII). But the networks decided to pursue the young-adult
audience even in the first hour of prime time, and sex-heavy, family-unfriendly shows like
No. oi Copies rec'd__ 7
LstABCDE
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Melrose Place and Mad About You began ainng at 8.

Here’s one indication of how much has changed: In the mid-*80s, NBC dominated Thursday
night, starting its lineup with two wholesome, all-ages blockbusters, The Cosby Show and
Family Ties. Contrast that with NBC’s dominant Thursday lineup today, where its first prime
time hour is occupied by the libidinous Friends and Jesse. That kind of racy fare is typical
between 8 and 9, and not just on NBC. Most of the other networks’ coming Thursday lineups
are worse — in some cases, the worst in history. In fact, as this study shows, the content of
the family hour overall is becoming more lewd and crude than ever.

1 "Talking to Your Young Teen About Sex and Sexuality,” American Academy of Pediatrics,

http://www.aap.org/familv/teensex.htm

2 Paula Hunker, "Proliferating Profanity: Four-letter words are curse on English language,” The Washingron
Times, Tuesday, August 10, p. E1.
3 Ibid. p. E3.

IL. Overview and Background

A comparison of this study with the last PTC study of the family hour ("Bigger Isn’t Better:
The Expanded TV Ratings System," released February 25, 1998) shows that this coarsening of
the family hour across the networks has occurred at a breathtakingly rapid pace. When the
Parents Television Council last analyzed the content of family-hour programming a year and a
half ago, 16 series out of 48 had received a green-light rating in the PTC’s Family Guide,
meaning they "promot[ed] responsible themes and traditional values.” As well, 16 were
yellow-lighted ("adult-oriented themes and dialogue may be inappropriate for youngsters")
and an equal number were red-lighted ("unsuitable for children").

4

This study, covering the period from May 13 through May 26, 1999, found the percentage of
shows suitable for children in the family hour had dwindled. Of a total of 37 family-hour
series, only nine (24 percent) were green-lighted. Thirteen (35 percent) were yellow-lighted,
and fifteen (41 percent) were red-lighted.

Not only has the number of age-appropriate shows for the time slot declined, but the sheer
quantity of objectionable content (the overall family-hour incidence of sex, foul language, and
violence taken together) has risen an astounding 75 percent in only two seasons.

All indications are that this trend will continue. A look at the coming season and at
Hollywood’s attitude toward pushing the limits suggests an acceleration of this trend toward
trashier television. In fact, many stars and executives actually seem enthusiastic about
increasing the amount of offensive material.

To cite just one example, during an August 15 segment on Entertainment Tonight discussing
the new lows promised by the coming season, no less that four current stars endorsed the
continued erosion of television standards. Camryn Manheim of The Practice stated, "I'm all
against censorship, so whatever's pushing the limits is all right by me." Michael Boatman, who
plays homosexual character Carter Heywood on Spin City, said, "1 don't think that there's
actually enough pushing of the envelope, and I would love to see the networks follow the
cable networks." Ally McBeal's Greg Germann enthusiastically added, "It's where we should
be headed. It's the millennium, come on, let's get with it!" Finally, Jay Mohr, who is starring
in what promises to be the foulest prime time show ever, Action, chillingly promised, "As far
as pu‘:v,hmg the envelope, the line is going to move every year, it's going to get lower every
year.

The coming season should easily fulfill Mohr’s prediction. Fox’s Manchester Prep kicks off

5/31/00 12:19 P
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the new "family hour” at 8:00 p.m. on Thursdays, ushering in perhaps the vilest one-network,
one-night prime-time lineup in history with Family Guy and Mohr’s show Action. One scene
from Manchester Prep featuring a girl masturbating on horseback has already been cut due to
public outrage, while another from the same show reportedly shows a girl commenting on her
stepbrother’s genitalia. Action will feature formerly forbidden curse words in bleeped but
easily identifiable form, and has a plot line revolving around the size of one character’s sex
organ. On UPN, ultra-violent and increasingly profane professional wrestling will be aired
during Thursday night’s "family hour" on WWF Smackdown!

Moreover, several racy series, which aired at 9 p.m. or later last season, have been moved to 8
or 8:30 p.m. this fall.

For further details on programming in the fall ’99 family hour, see sections VI and VII.

II1. Parameters

For purposes of this study, the Parents Television Council looked at entertainment
programming in the traditional family hour (8-9 p.m. daily except Sundays, when prime time
begins at 7 o’clock, making that night’s "family hour" two hours long) from May 13 through
May 26, 1999 — the last two weeks of the 1998-°99 season — on the major broadcast networks
(ABC, CBS, Fox, NBC, UPN, and WB). If a program began airing in the family hour but
finished after 9 p.m., it was analyzed in its entirety. The study period comprised 60 separate
programs for a total of 45 hours of programming.

The PTC maintained its traditionally high threshold standard for characterizing material as
sexual for terms of this study. Activities or dialogue had to be directly and manifestly related
to genital sexual activity to be included. In other words, allusions to actual sexual activity or
arousal, past, present or future, or sex organs had to be involved for material to be classified as
"sexual." Other sex-related activities not directly referencing actual sexual conduct, such as
kissing, flirtation, and ambiguous suggestiveness, are not included. This strict standard of
including only explicitly sexual material results in a much lower numerical tally of sexual
televised content than is sometimes cited in other studies.

Regarding profanity, PTC did not include instances of milder profane language in its tally.
Rochelle Gurstein, a member of the National Commission on Society, Culture and
Community, has observed, "It almost seems quaint now, but just 15 years ago, censors
wouldn't allow the word 'butt’ on prime-time television."s Now words like ‘butt,” ‘damn,’ and
‘hell’ are so common that they are not counted in the PTC's studies calculating foul language
on television. See the appendix for more on what was tallied.

4 ibid. p. E1

IV. Findings, By Category

Combined Averages

There were 304 instances of sexual content, violence, or obscenity, for an
average of 6.76 incidents per hour. This represents an increase of 75
percent over the figure from our previous study, which had an average of
3.87 instances per hour.

5/31/00 12:19 P.



Special Report -- The Family Hour:... Than Ever and Headed for Newhttp://www .parentstv_org/publications/reports/famhrstudy99/famhr99.htmi

Fox had the most offensive material overall, with 11.00 incidents per hour.
NBC was second, with 9.63. The leader in November 1997, when last we
studied the family hour, was NBC (5.69), with Fox second (4.60). (See all
network totals and rankings below.)

Violence

The percentage of violent content rose faster than any other category,
nearly doubling, to a per-hour average of 1.62 incidences from 0.87 in
November ‘97. That is an increase of 86 percent.

CBS (2.57) edged out UPN (2.50) as the violence leader. CBS (1.41) and
UPN (1.22) also came in first and second in our last study.

Sexual Content

Sexual content has increased dramatically. The PTC found a rise of 77
percent in the average sexual content of family hour programming,
with 3.69 sexual references per hour, against 2.09 a year and a half ago.

Fox (6.80 references per hour) and NBC (6.38) were easily the most
sexually oriented of the networks. The November ‘97 leader, ABC,
averaged only 3.47 — less than the overall average this time.

Foul Language

Foul language also increased by a healthy 58 percent. We found an
average of 1.44 incidences per hour, as opposed to 0.91 last time.

UPN had the highest per-hour average of curse words (2.50). Fox, NBC,
and WB tied for second at 2.00 each. In our previous study, NBC finished
first at 2.00.

V. Findings, By Network

Fox had the most offensive programming overall, and the most sexual material, followed in
both categories by NBC. Following them in the overall category is UPN, WB, ABC, and CBS.
Though CBS had significantly less offensive material overall than the others, the network did

have the most incidents of violence.

1) Overall combined per-hour average of references to sexual
activity, uses of foul language, and violent incidents, by network
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Examples of Sexual Material

Fox

« Ryan: "Is sex all that matters to you, Lexi?"
Lexi: "No, there's always love, and I love having sex with you. Now take off
your clothes.”
Ryan: "No. You take off my clothes."
Lexi: "Alright honey, that's more like it. How do you want it, slow or fast?"
Ryan: "Fast."
She rips open his shirt, and they begin kissing passionately, he sits her up on
the counter with her legs straddling his waist. After Megan walks in on them
having sex in the restroom, she explains what she saw to Michael, who thinks
his wife, Jane, is Cheating on him.
Megan: "Well, did you see their flesh flapping, their bodies slapping, 'cause |
did."
Michael: "Wait a second. You saw Jane and Alex having sex? Megan, how 1s
that possible?"
Megan: "No, Ryan and Lexi, here, in the lounge... Oh, Michael. That is stone
cold proof, half naked bodies. You don't have stone cold proof like that."
Michael: "Oh why, because I didn't catch her in the act... well I saw it in her
eye...."
Megan: "It's not the same thing, Michael. Writhing bodies, oh if you'd seen
what | saw, groaning, moaning, the mirror shaking..." (Melrose Place)
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NBC

« Paul takes Viagra and walks around Manhattan with an obvious erection. His
cousin Ira suggests he "relieve [him]self." Paul responds, "I ain’t wasting this
[erection] on a picture of Steffi Graf." (Mad About You)

ABC

o Dharma: "Well, you are going to teach him about sex, right?"
Greg: "Yeah. When the time is right, I'll leave a book on his dresser."
Dharma: "No, not that slot 'a’, tab 'b’ stuff. I'm talking about the whole sexual
experience. About how to please your partner. Like you could teach him that
whistle thing you do."”
Pete: "When do you do that?"
Jane: "It's not when, you moron. It's where."
Greg: "How does she know."
Dharma: "I was bragging." (Dharma & Greg)

UPN

» Discussing a couple who are having sex for the first time:
Amber: "How long have they been up there?"

Cher: "About an hour."
Amber: "Wow...That’s about 59 minutes longer than I would have expected.”

(Clueless)

WB

« Jen gets really drunk, and goes upstairs with two guys. Dawson finds her
partially undressed and making out with the guys at once. (Dawson’s Creek)

o Faith: "I’m about ready to pop. Are you up?"

Xander: "I’'m suddenly very up."

Faith: "Just relax and take your pants off."

Faith rips Xander’s shirt off and they begin to kiss. They get into bed and have
sex. Faith’s body is seen on top of Xander in the reflection of the TV. (Buffy the

Vampire Slayer)
CBS
» Royal: "Connie, how about you, does ‘Whispering Penis’ sound like a hotel to

you?"
Connie: "No Royal, to me it sounds like a difficult and rare party trick."

(Payne)
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§Percentage of Programs With Sexual Material
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Examples of Foul Language
UPN

« Nuclear technician: "The core’s not getting water. It’s heating up like a son of a
bitch." (Seven Days)

WB
« Pacey, to his father: "Screw you...You rotten son of a bitch." (Dawson'’s
Creek)

o "You stupid, worthless bitch!" (Buffy the Vampire Slayer)
« Abby: "Jen, damn it! You're such an ass!" (Dawson’s Creek)

NBC
« Todd, on what will happen if Jack marries Todd’s sister: "Your hair goes, her
ass expands." (Suddenly Susan)
« Manny: "You didn’t have to shoot me, you crazy bastard!" (The Pretender)
Fox
» Kelso after missing a basketball free throw: "Damn!"

Steve: "I believe that's H-O-R."
Fez: "Ah, you are a whore."”
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Kelso: "No, the game is Horse."

Fez: "Make that shot, whore."

Steve: "...He's screwed."

Donna: "...You lucky bastard."

Eric: "You guys suck. Just, thank God for Donna, that bitch." (That ‘70s Show)

ABC

o A woman, to her husband: "Oh, yeah? [Bleeped f-word] you and the horse you
rode in on." (Home Improvement)

CBS

« Fran's grandmother yells at Fran's mother for putting her in a home: "You
bastards!" (The Nanny)

[Percentage of Programs With Foul Language

‘%Netwﬂobrk bjPerc‘ént *# Programs with Vfdﬁimlaing' uage [ # Progfams total
OPN 7800 [ 8710  ‘
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4) Violence — Per-Hour Average
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WB 106 0 £ °
> (]

Average: 1.62 0.87

Examples of Violence
CBS
« Harm and the Admiral are involved in an extensive and bloody shoot out with
high-powered rifles with organized crime bosses holding Harm’s daughter
captive. A man is shot in the chest several times — the holes are shown and his
shirt is covered in blood. (JAG)

UPN
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« A terrorist shoots the driver of Parker's truck. He shoots through the windows
of a school and is hit by a car. His partner is shot in the chest. Parker is shot in
the shoulder. Frank kills the lead terrorist before he can detonate a gas bomb.
They then get into a fistfight — punching and headbutting each other. Parker
kills him by breaking his neck. (Seven Days)

Fox

« Jax, a rapist: "What, are you going to shoot me because I raped your wife?
Shoot me, come on, I raped your wife? She liked it..." Jax pulls the gun to his
chest, then punches the husband. "Did I ever tell you that your wife was one of
the best? You know why she was so good? Because I think she really got into
it, you know what I mean? I think she liked it. Let me ask you a question. Did
you guys ever do it again after we were together? You know, after we did —
could you do it? Huh?" Zeke knocks him to the ground and picks up a garden
spade. He is shown thrusting the spade downward into Jax's eyes. (Brimstone)

NBC

A doctor is murdered. There isa trail of blood leading from the infirmary to the
incinerator, inside which a corpse is later shown burning. (The Pretender)

WB

« Buffy, Angel, and Giles go to a warehouse and fight a cult. They behead, stake,
and spar with them. Buffy kills Balthazar by electrocuting him. (Buffy the
Vampire Slayer)

o A vampire has Buffy’s mom tied up and gagged and he tells her that he wants
to eat and torture her. (Buffy the Vampire Slayer)

ABC

¢ The man shows up at Romano's home and fires a machine gun at the group of
men assembled in the house. Bullets fly everywhere. Chappel punches a man in
the face, grabs a plastic drop cloth and throws it over his head. He then punches
him in the stomach with the machine gun, pulls a gun out of his pocket, and
shoots him four times in the stomach. The man is then shown lying on his back
with four bullet holes in his stomach. (Vengeance Unlimited)

[Percentage of Programs ‘With Violence v
{Network lPercent ﬁt Programs with Violence / # Programs total
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V1. Shows Moving Into the Family Hour

9of 14 5/31/00 12:19 P



Special Report -- The Family Hour:... Than Ever and Headed for Nexhttp://www.parentstv.org/publications/reports/famhrstudy99/famhr99.html|

Even more distressing than the above findings is the fact that, by all accounts, family-hour
content will worsen in the coming season. Five series which last season aired after 9 o’clock
are this fall moving into the family hour: Spin City, The Norm Show (both ABC), and
Veronica’s Closet, Just Shoot Me (both NBC). The drama Felicity (WB) will also join the
family hour line-up. None is suitable for its earlier timeslot. Here are examples of
objectionable content from these shows:

Spin City

» Heidi, to Mike, her boyfriend: "Last night was the sexual high point of my life.
It was as if I was being made love to not by one man, but by a pack of wild
lions.”

o Nikki: "Remember last night on my kitchen counter? You said you were God."
Mike: "No, I said I was like a god. And you agreed. Four times."

The Norm Show

o Norm: "It’s not a massage parlor the way you think of a massage parlor."”
Boss: "So she doesn’t have sex With the customers?"
Norm: "Well, then it is a massage parlor."

o Lori: "It’s...the first relationship I’ve had where I have real orgasms and have
to fake sleep.”

Veronica’s Closet

« Olive: "What about when that model came in with her thong on backwards?"
Veronica: "Perry couldn’t get out of his seat for, like, twenty minutes."

« Alec, looking at fashion photographs: "These shots are hot."
Veronica: "Does it make it any less sexy knowing that over half these women

are lesbians?"
Alec: "Do you know anything about men?"

Just Shoot Me
« Elliott tells a woman they should "experience a world of possibilities." The
woman says, "If by ‘a world of possibilities’ you mean the hottest, wildest,
oiliest night of crazy, freaky, monkey sex this side of Bangkok, then I say,
‘Saddle up, cowboy, you’re goin’ for the ride of your life.”"
« Nina: "Great news."

Finch: "Ah, the bleachers for your bedroom came in."
Nina: "At least in my bedroom, it’s not a one-man show."

Felicity
« Elena: "Are you guys screwing?"
Felicity: "Elena!"
Later, Felicity says, "Are Ben and I screwing? No."

o Ben: "I'm just pissed...I talked to my dad this morning. He’s being a real dick."

VII. New Shows in the Family Hour
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Several new series in the 8-9 timeslot sound anything but family-oriented. Besides Manchester
Prep and WWF Smackdown!:

o ABC'’s sitcom Then Came You is about a professional woman who exchanges her
marriage and home for "the chance to experience true passion,” which arrives in the form
of a 22-year-old waiter with whom she has a "whirlwind, passionate affair.”

o UPN will unveil Shasta McNasty, an "outrageous” comedy about three young members
of a hip-hop group whose "main source of entertainment comes from a video camera
zooming in on a sexy neighbor’s steamy love life."

o Ladies Man, a CBS sitcom, includes a straight male character who wants to be gay. At
one point in the pilot, he remarks, "Maybe one day I'll be able to lie naked...and stroke

another man like a pussycat.”

VIII. Conclusion and Recommendations

The PTC’s findings show that in the relatively short span of two seasons, the family hour has
become dramatically more foul-mouthed, sex-saturated, and violent. Remember, the above
findings have to do only with the first hour of prime time — a clean timeslot relative to after 9
o’clock, where unbridled new series such as Action will break down all historical broadcast

standards this fall.

There are many other venues for explicit programming for those who want it. Cable, movies,
and video stores have all long provided such material. Options for family viewing, however,
are dwindling. The default setting for the entertainment industry was once family-friendly,
while those desiring more graphic sexual or violent material could seek it out if they so
desired. Now, with the default setting for broadcast approaching the standards of the Playboy
Channel, families with children must seek out the limited venues where wholesome
entertainment is still available.

Pundits claim that the distinction between cable and broadcast is becoming meaningless. To
the average viewer, they say, it’s just television now, no matter how it reaches the set.
Whatever the reason, broadcast network programming more and more resembles fare on
anything-goes cable channels like HBO and Showtime. This trend has produced a clear loser:
the family audience. If the family hour on network prime time is not suitable viewing for
children, nothing is — and indeed, as this PTC survey of present and future family fare shows,

nothing is.

PTC Policy Prescriptions

Americans who care about cleansing and reinvigorating the family hour must take action now
to hold networks and sponsors accountable. Fortunately, they have some allies. One promising
development is the formation of a group with tremendous power to change the face of the

family hour.

1) The Family Friendly Programming Forum should act strongly and cohesively to
follow their
charter to support family viewing in the appropriate timeslot.

The Family Friendly Programming Forum consists of a group of over 30 major
television advertisers who "are concerned about the dwindling availability of family
friendly television programs during prime viewing hours," and "about the TV
imagery, role models, themes and language to which our young people are exposed.”
According to their mission statement, they are working "to ensure the existence of a
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family friendly television environment, particularly in the early evening time
period."

Families and other concerned Americans, including PTC members, should
encourage members of this forum in the positive steps they are taking — and hold
them to their mission statement. No member of this forum, for example, should be
sponsoring Fox’s Thursday night lineup, or NBC’s Friends or UPN’s WWF
Smackdown!, both of which begin at 8:00 p.m. on Thursdays. If networks struggled
to find sponsors for their lineup one night a week, that lineup would change.
Americans should communicate this to those companies that express some sense of
responsibility for the programs they are willing to sponsor.

The membership of the Forum, their mission statement, and other pertinent
information is available by link through the PTC website at www.parentsiy.ore,

2) Concerned Americans should organize, and continue to tell networks and sponsors to
get serious about the family hour. In the meantime, families should recognize that there
is no longer a viable family hour, and must monitor their children’s viewing accordingly.

4

Network executives often attempt to avoid all responsibility for what they air by
pointing the finger at parents. Yes, parents have primary responsibility to monitor
their children’s viewing — and yes, that avoids the question of the network’s
responsibilities entirely. Shifting the blame to parents is no answer to the charge that
broadcasters are abusing their privilege of broadcasting over the public airwaves.
The networks are dumping toxic waste and insisting that the cleanup effort all falls
to parents.

Americans should not accept the artful dodging of that issue as an answer. It is not
an answer. The real issue is whether networks bear any responsibility for what they
air and at what times. Families should insist that the networks clean up their act, or
they will no longer watch their shows, and will encourage others not to watch their
shows. They can do this on their own, or aided by organizations like PTC, which
monitors shows and advertisers and publishes all the information parents need to
know about offensive programs and who is sponsoring them. Parents should be sure
to inform the networks about what they are doing, so that when ratings plummet and
sponsors flee, they’ll know why. This is not censorship — this is freedom of speech
in its purest form.

3) Networks must bring back the family hour.

For decades, virtually all television shows airing between 8 and 9 p.m. Eastern and
Pacific time (7-8 p.m. Central and Mountain time) were suitable for children. When
exceptions to this rule became fairly common in the mid-1970s, the networks
responded to prodding from Congress and the Federal Communications Commission
by formally agreeing to set aside the first hour of prime time as a "family hour"
suitable for all ages. Networks continued to abide by this spirit in the succeeding
decade and a half, during which time the 8-to-9 time slot was home to such
wholesome hits as Happy Days and The Cosby Show.

Network executives should take their responsibility to the public seriously, and
reinstate the family hour. The public airwaves are a public trust, and the privileges
and responsibilities of using them must be taken seriously. Broadcast frequencies are
a public property allocated with conditions attached. The Federal Communications
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